
‘Happy Resilient Learners  
Achieving Together’ 



 

In Holt Community Primary School and as a cluster of schools in the area, we are passionate 
about supporting our learners to achieve their full potential whatever their aspirations and 
strengths in a safe environment which respects everybody. 
 

We hope that all learners here will develop the knowledge and skills they will need for the next 
stage of their lives and education. We will do everything we can to ensure that they leave us as 
happy, proud, confident and independent individuals who have enjoyed their learning and their 
learning experience here. 
 

Everyone’s voice and wellbeing is important here and it is a prominent part of the school's 
ethos. We develop the skills that all learners need to be able to look after themselves, to keep 
safe, to face and overcome challenges and to enjoy learning. 
 

The village of Holt and the surrounding locality is an area steeped in history and we want to   
celebrate that throughout our work. We also want to broaden the horizons of all learners to be 
able to appreciate the diversity and wonder of the world and their place as individuals in it. 



Our values Our behaviours 

Be Happy We ensure that the ethos of each class and learning experiences inspire our learners. We  
ensure that learners enjoy, experience pleasure and develop motivation while learning. 

Be Resilient and 
confident 

We support each other as learners and staff to be confident and proud of ourselves, to     
embrace challenge and to persevere to achieve our goals. 

Be Healthy We show empathy, care and concern for the welfare of all. We listen and take action to      
ensure that everyone in the school feels safe and has a voice that is heard. 

Be Respectful Everyone at the school is unique - learners and families, staff and stakeholders. We are   
honest and open in our work and respect the views and feelings of everyone. 

Be Proud We play a full and active part in the life of our community and the community plays an active 
part in the life of the school.  We celebrate and protect our habitat. We celebrate Welsh 
language and culture throughout our work. 

Be a risk taker We support each other, both learners and staff to confidently take risks and innovate and to 
learn from our successes and failures.  

Be supportive Within our classes, our school and across our cluster of schools, we work together and      
support each other for continuous development and learning.  



Holt Community Primary school is located in the beautiful Welsh border village of Holt, between Wrexham and Chester. 
Most pupils come from the local area. We provide education for approximately 65 learners from three to 11 years old.    
Pupils are taught in three mixed-aged classes, we offer Nursery provision in the morning sessions.  Holt Cool Cats provides 
a wrap around service alongside Holt Under 5’s for the children of Holt Community Primary School. 

 

The school has identified approximately three per cent of pupils as having additional learning needs. This is considerably 
lower than the average for primary schools in Wales. Very few pupils have a statement of special educational needs. We 
are an English medium primary school. The home language of nearly all pupils is English. Within our school we celebrate the 
Welsh language, culture and heritage within the pupils work. We incorporate the principles of the Siarter Iaith into the 
curriculum.  

 

Outdoor learning is a central part of our school ethos. We endeavour to give our learners opportunities to develop their 
skills and experiences through our outdoor classroom, Rebecca’s Garden and within the local environment.  

During their time in school, pupils will have opportunities to take part in local educational visits and will also have an         
opportunity to visit Cardiff, Glan Llyn and Nant Bwlch Yr Haearn.  



The Four Core Purposes are at the heart and core of Holt Community Primary School’s curriculum.  

They underpin all aspects of our curriculum design, planning and teaching. Our vision and values as a school support 
the 4 purposes and we summarize below what they mean for us. Our learning experiences and teaching methods will 
always aim for this  

Ambitious, capable learners… who 
are ready to learn throughout their 
lives, and who: 

Enterprising, creative contribu-
tors… who are willing to play a full 
part in life and work and who: 

Ethical, informed citizens… who are 
ready to be citizens of Wales and 
the world. And who: 

Healthy, confident individuals… will-
ing to lead fulfilling lives as valued 
members of society, and who devel-
op: 

- set themselves high standards and seek 
and enjoy challenge; 
-are building up a body of knowledge and 
have the skills to connect and apply that 
knowledge in different contexts; 
-are questioning and enjoy solving problems; 
-can communicate effectively in different 
forms and settings, using both Welsh and 
English; 
-can explain the ideas and concepts they are 
learning about; 
-can use number effectively in different 
contexts; 
-understand how to interpret data and apply 
mathematical concepts; 
-use digital technologies creatively to    
communicate, find and analyse information; 
-undertake research and evaluate critically 
what they find and are ready to learn 
throughout 
their lives. 

- connect and apply their knowledge and 
skills to create ideas and products; 
-think creatively to reframe and solve   
problems; 
-identify and grasp opportunities; 
-take measured risks; 
-lead and play different roles in teams   
effectively and responsibly; 
-express ideas and emotions through      
different media; 
-give of their energy and skills so that other 
people will benefit and are ready to play a 
full part in life and work. 

- find, evaluate and use evidence in forming 
views; 
-engage with contemporary issues based 
upon their knowledge and values; 
-understand and exercise their human and 
democratic responsibilities and rights; 
-understand and consider the impact of 
their actions when making choices and    
acting; 
-are knowledgeable about their culture,  
community, society and the world, now and in 
the past; 
-respect the needs and rights of others, as 
a member of a diverse society; 
-show their commitment to the sustainability 
of the planet and are ready to be citizens of 
Wales and the world. 

- have secure values and are establishing 
their spiritual and ethical beliefs; 
-are building their mental and emotional well
-being by developing confidence, resilience 
and empathy; 
-apply knowledge about the impact of diet 
and exercise on physical and mental health in 
their daily lives; 
-know how to find the information and    
support to keep safe and take part in    
physical activity; 
-take measured decisions about lifestyle and 
manage risk; 
-have the confidence to participate in    
performance; 
-form positive relationships based upon 
trust and mutual respect -face and        
overcome challenge; 
-have the skills and knowledge to manage 
everyday life as independently as they can; 
and are ready to lead fulfilling lives as   
valued members of society. 

Creative Clara Ethical Eyra 



 

Excellent teaching is essential if we are to realise the  4 purposes, our vision and the requirements of the Curriculum 
Framework. Ensuring we have high quality and effective learning environments is important to us, for both learners 
and practitioners. Ensuring a safe and inspiring learning environment enables our learners to take risks, make        
mistakes and learn from them, whilst working in an atmosphere of mutual respect for all. 

We constantly reflect upon, share and develop our teaching practices, based on our understanding of the                  
12 pedagogical principles. 

The 12 Pedagogical Principles 

1. Focus on  
achieving the 4 
purposes 

2.Challenge   
learners and     
emphasise the   
importance of  
continuous effort. 
Convey high, 
achievable  
Expectations 

3. Use a range of 
teaching methods 

4.  Develop 
problem solving 
skills, creative 
skills and the 
ability to think 
creatively. 
  

5. Building on 
prior knowledge 
and experience. 
Engage interest. 
 

6. Creating        
authentic contexts 

7. Implementing 
formative  
assessment  
principles 

8. Extend   
within and 
across the    
Areas of  
Learning  

9. Reinforcing 
and practicing 
cross-curricular 
skills - literacy, 
numeracy and 
digital compe-
tence 

10.Develop    
learners to take 
increased          
responsibility for 
their own learning 
and to develop as 
independent  
learners. 

11.Promote social 
and emotional   
development and 
positive  
relationships 

12.Promote   
collaboration 
  
  
  
  

As we evolve the Curriculum for Wales we shall 
collaborate closely within the school and across 
the cluster to ensure the highest possible quality 
of learning experiences and teaching for our 
learners. 
 
The school is a learning organisation. This means 
that we constantly research and learn about     
effective teaching and value professional learning 
and research-based practice to develop and     
improve our teaching skills. 



The 6 Areas of Learning and Experience 

 
The Expressive Arts   

  

 
Health and Wellbeing   

  

 
Humanities  

 
Mathematics and Nu-

meracy  
  

 
Languages, Literacy 
and Communication   

 
Science and technolo-

gy  
  

Disciplines developed in 
this school :   
  
Art, Music, Dance   
Drama Film and Digital  
Media   

Disciplines developed in 
this school :   
  
Physical Health and   
development, mental 
health, emotional and 
social wellbeing   

Disciplines developed in 
this school :    
Geography, History, Re-
ligion , Values and Eth-
ics, Business Studies, 
Social Studies, Econom-
ics, Philosophy    

Includes 5 interdiscipli-
nary competences:   
 1.Conceptual 
    Understanding   
2.Communication using 
   symbols   
3.Fluency  
4.Logical reasoning    
5.Strategic compe-
tence    
  
  

Disciplines developed in 
this school :    
Welsh,English, Interna-
tional Languages,       
Literature  

 Disciplines developed in 
this school :    
Biology, Chemistry, 
Computer Science,    
Design and Technology, 
Physics   

Cross Curricular Skills 
We will plan for the development of the following cross-curricular skills within and across the Areas of Learning and Ex-

perience using the revised national frameworks 

Literacy Numeracy Digital Competence 
Cross-cutting themes 

We shall include and extend the themes below across the curriculum 

Relationships and sexuality  
education    

Human Rights education 
and the united Nations 

Convention on the Rights 
of the Child (UNCRC) 

Diversity Careers and work-related 
experience  

Local,National and Inter-
national Context   



What Matters Statements for the 6 Areas of Learning and Experience 
Expressive Arts 

  
Health and  
Wellbeing 

  

Humanities 
  
  

Mathematics and 
Numeracy 

  

Languages, Literacy 
& Communication 

Science and  
Technology 

  
Exploring the  
expressive arts is  
essential to developing 
artistic skills and 
knowledge and it      
enables learners to  
become curious and 
creative individuals  

Developing physical 
health and well-being 
has lifelong benefits  
  
  

Enquiry, exploration 
and investigation  
inspire curiosity about 
the world, its past, 
present and future  
  
  

The number system is 
used to represent and 
compare relationships 
between numbers and 
quantities  
  
  

Languages connect us  
  
  
  
  

Being curious and 
searching for answers 
is essential to  
understanding and  
predicting phenomena  
  
  

Responding and  
reflecting, both as  
artist and audience, is 
a fundamental part of 
learning in the  
expressive arts  

How we process and 
respond to our  
experiences affects 
our mental health and 
emotional well-being  
  
  

Events and human  
experiences are  
complex, and are  
perceived, interpreted 
and represented in  
different ways  

Algebra uses symbol 
systems to express the 
structure of  
mathematical  
relationships  
  

Understanding  
languages is key to  
understanding the 
world around us  
  
  

Design thinking and  
engineering offer  
technical and creative 
ways to meet society’s 
needs and wants  
  
  

Creating combines 
skills and knowledge, 
drawing on the senses, 
inspiration and  
imagination 

Our decision-making 
impacts on the quality 
of our own lives and the 
lives of others  
  

Our natural world is 
diverse and dynamic, 
influenced by          
processes and human 
actions  
  

Geometry focuses on 
relationships involving 
shape, space and posi-
tion, and measurement 
focuses on quantifying 
phenomena in the  
physical world  

Expressing ourselves 
through languages is 
key to communication  
  
  

The world around us is 
full of living things 
which depend on each 
other for survival  
  
  

How we engage with 
social influences shapes 
who we are, and  
affects our health and 
well-being  

Human societies are 
complex and diverse, 
and shaped by human 
actions and beliefs  
  

Statistics represent 
data, probability  
models chance, and 
both support informed 
inferences and  
decisions    
  

Literature fires  
imagination and inspires  
creativity  
    
  

Matter and the way it 
behaves defines our 
universe and shapes 
our lives  
  
  

 

Informed, self-aware 
citizens engage with 
the challenges and  
opportunities that face 
humanity, and are able 
to take considered and 
ethical action    

Forces and energy  
provide a foundation 
for understanding our 
universe  

Healthy relationships 
are fundamental to our 
well-being  
    

   

Computation is the 
foundation for our  
digital world  
  
  

     



Health and Wellbeing is at the core of our school vision and is pertinent to all aspects of school life at Holt CP. 
We pride ourselves on the welcoming, caring and nurturing environment we provide to ensure that our children, 
feel happy, confident and safe. Estyn (2014) recognises that our ‘school’s caring ethos develops pupils’ attitudes 
to health and wellbeing effectively’, whereby pupils have ‘positive relationships with staff and each other’, that 
they are ‘proud of their school and keen to work’ and that ‘all pupils play a full and active part in school life’.   
Ensuring the wellbeing of our whole school community is of paramount importance to us. Timeout Tuesday      
sessions are run on a regular basis and are open to parents and guardians, providing them with an opportunity to 
discuss their own wellbeing or that of their child. Our Wellbeing Ambassadors work collaboratively to promote 
’Health and Wellbeing’ across the school and plan activities throughout the year which incorporate the Five 
Ways to Wellbeing. They also run a weekly Mindfulness Magic Club. We have inviting wellbeing areas in both Key 
Stages; these are places for the children to relax, reflect and communicate with their peers and staff in a calm 
environment. On Welly Wednesdays we have groups of learners accessing our outdoor environment and    
throughout the year pupils conduct projects within the local community, such as working with the local Wildlife 
Trust and Bellis’ Garden Centre. We have strong links with Manor Park Care Home and the children enjoy     
completing projects to spread a little cheer for the residents. Children are encouraged to join in with extra  
curricular activities including sports clubs, virtual workshops and music lessons from the Wrexham Music     
Service. Our older pupils are also encouraged to take part in Bike Ability sessions. Throughout their time at 
Holt CP, all pupils get the opportunity to complete the ‘Friends for Life’ resilience program. This provides them 
with a wealth of knowledge and experience on how to monitor, manage and improve their own wellbeing whilst  
enabling them to develop as strong, resilient learners. 



Religion, Values and Ethics is a mandatory part of our Humanities curriculum and 
is built upon a series of concepts and big ideas. Our curriculum provides a range 
of disciplinary approaches to support learners to engage critically with a broad 
range of religious and non-religious philosophical convictions. Religion, Values and 
Ethics in our school has been designed having regards to the Agreed Syllabus.  



Relationships and Sexuality Education 
(RSE) is  

mandatory for all learners from ages 3 to 
16 within the Curriculum for Wales.  

The delivery of RSE at Holt Community  

Primary School is in adherence to the  

Relationships and Sexuality Code 2021. The 
code sets out the legal  

requirements for all schools and covers 
three broad strands: 

1.) Relationships and Identity 

2.) Sexual health and wellbeing 

3.) Empowerment, Safety and Respect 

Our staff always ensure that the RSE  

curriculum we provide, is developmentally  

appropriate for learners. Our RSE  

provision takes into account factors  

including the pupils knowledge and  

maturity, the physiological and  

emotional development of pupils and how 
learners’  

support their 

health and well-

being 

develop 

healthy, safe 

and fulfilling re-

lationships 

understand  

how people’s  

identities are shaped by  

their 

relationships,  

gender and  

sexuality 
understand and 

support their 

rights 

enjoy equitable, 

safe, healthy and 

fulfilling  

relationships 



At Holt Community Primary School we aim to enrich and broaden our curriculum through experiential learning                
opportunities within our locality and further afield. Our learners are entitled to a variety of non-negotiables that enhance 
their personal  development. 

 

Our Whole School & Community Projects - Each year we have a whole school local community project and every 
learner is involved in activities to develop their entrepreneurial skills. The projects give learners a deeper understanding 
of    sustainability and financial education e.g. Holt in Bloom, termly class stalls and Teams 4 U Christmas Appeal. We have 
strong links with St Chad’s Church, celebrating Christian celebrations. We work closely with the school liaison officer who 
provides workshops and activities for the children throughout the year.  

 

Awareness Days - Our educational philosophy has inclusion at its core. We pride ourselves in promoting inclusivity. Some 
of these days include; Down Syndrome Awareness, Show Racism the Red Card, Epilepsy Awareness, Mental Health  
Awareness Day, Dementia Friends, Heart Start, Comic Relief and Children in Need.   

 

Interventions – Our Teaching Assistants ensure that children have access to Literacy and Numeracy interventions across 
the school. As well as group interventions to support social and emotional well-being, e.g. SAP and Friends for Life.  



All staff are responsible for supporting Curriculum Design within the school,  including ensuring appropriate         
coverage of the AoLEs and appropriate continuity and progression within each class.  
 
Working together, the Headteacher, Curriculum for Wales Lead and AoLE leaders contribute to the ‘bigger picture’, 
ensuring continuity and progression throughout the whole school. 

Our role in the 
transition along the 
3 to 16 continuum. 

Our pupils are at the centre of the transition process. We support all learners along the learning continuum, as 
they move between different groups, classes, year groups and settings. We ensure that the well-being of all    
pupils is an important and integral part of our processes, recognising the needs of individuals, while also         
supporting both continuity and progression in their learning. The understanding of each individual pupil gained 
from our assessment strategies is crucial in supporting this process. 



We will utilise various assessment strategies, which will enable each individual learner to make progress at an  

appropriate pace, ensuring they are supported and challenged accordingly. Initially we will be using Taith 360 as an 
assessment and tracking tool.  

The Purpose of Assessment 
 
We utilise various assessment strategies as an overarching purpose within the curriculum to support every learner to 
make progress, these include Baseline and Personalised Assessments. 
 
In addition to this, assessment is a fundamental role in ensuring each individual learner is supported and challenged 
accordingly and we use the strategies to contribute to developing a holistic picture of the learner – their strengths, 
the ways in which they learn, and their areas for development – in order to inform next steps in learning and teach-
ing. 
 
Our assessments support individual learner progression on an ongoing, day-to-day basis (AfL); identifying, capturing 
and reflecting on individual learner progress over time; and understanding group progress in order to reflect on prac-
tice. 
 
We also assess and monitor each learner’s well-being (PASS) and cognitive development (CAT4).  These assessments 
are used to formulate an accurate snapshot which provide attainment, progress and well-being targets. 



Formative assessment is central to our teaching in Holt Community Primary School. By implementing its principles and strategies fully 
and consistently throughout the school, we will achieve many aspects of the 4 purposes, the integral skills and the 12 pedagogical princi-
ples. The following outlines how the different formative assessment strategies/principles contribute to their realisation. Formative as-
sessment strategies also make a significant contribution to our wider assessment practices. 

Formative assessment strategy / 
principle 

4 purposes Integral  skills 12 pedagogical principles. 

Class climate and culture, 
Growth Mindset strategies, Learning 
Challenges 

Ambitious, capable learners 
Healthy, confident individuals 
Enterprising, creative contributors 
  

Creativity and innovation  
Personal Effectiveness 
Planning and organization 
Critical thinking and problem solving  

1,2,3 7, 10,11, 12 

Involvement of learners in the plan-
ning process (pupil voice) 

Ambitious, capable learners 
Healthy, confident individuals 
Enterprising, creative contributors 
  

Creativity and innovation  
Personal Effectiveness 
Planning and organization 
Critical thinking and problem solving  

1,2,3 7, 10,11, 12 

Learning partners Ambitious, capable learners 
Healthy, confident individuals 
Enterprising, creative contributors 
  

Personal Effectiveness 
Planning and organization 
Critical thinking and problem solving  

1,2,3,4 7, 10,11, 12 

Learning outcomes and Success      
Criteria 

Ambitious, capable learners 
  

Personal Effectiveness 
Planning and organization 
  

2,3,4,5,7, 10, 11,12 

Feedback – Verbal, Peer and Written Ambitious, capable learners 
Healthy, confident individuals 
Enterprising, creative contributors 
  

Personal Effectiveness 
Planning and organization 
Critical thinking and problem solving  

1,2,3,4, 7, 10,11, 12 

Prior / current knowledge questioning Ambitious, capable learners 
Healthy, confident individuals 
Enterprising, creative contributors 
  

Personal Effectiveness 
Planning and organization 
Critical thinking and problem solving  

1,2,3,4,5,7,10 11, 12 

Differentiated challenges Ambitious, capable learners 
Healthy, confident individuals 
  

Personal Effectiveness 
Planning and organization 
Critical thinking and problem solving  

1,2,3,5,7,10 11, 12 



We communicate effectively with parents/carers on an ongoing basis to foster positive relationships 
in order to engage them in purposeful and meaningful dialogue. Staff are committed to aid learner 
progression by helping families to understand how they can support learning within and outside the 
school environment. 
 
We have developed and implemented processes which support effective two-way communication and 
engagement with parents and carers. When developing these processes, consideration has been given 
to using a wide variety of different communication means, e.g. face-to-face through the Parent Forum 
and Friends of Holt School and digitally through SeeSaw and Hwb.  
 
Information on any support, interventions or additional needs required for the learner’s development 
is shared with parents and carers. 


